
The Archive of Scarcity is an institution managed by the Body 
Bureaucratic. Through its programs of acquisition and 
preservation, the Archive catalogs, preserves, and protects 
the Body’s memory, while the Body provides bureaucratic 
support, structure and regulation of the Archive’s acquisitions 
and holdings. 

HEAD 
The Body Bureaucratic (a bastard established in 
1992) is the governing authority of the Archive of 
Scarcity. The Body Bureaucratic provides the 
Archive of Scarcity with its necessity-based 
acquisit ion and management pol icies, its 
institutional (archival) center, and primary substrate. 
The Body Bureaucratic has offices located in the 
head, hands, feet, tongue, stomach and liver.  

HANDS 
In order to maintain the Archive, a system of value 
determination (appraisal) and selection for entry 
into the Archive must be implemented. Systems of 
value appraisal favor permanence; the Archive of 
Scarcity subverts this by relying on a value 
determination process based on proximity to the 
Body. A shard of glass stuck in the meat of your 
foot is of greater value than a shard of glass on the 
sidewalk. A shard of glass stuck in the meat of your 
foot creates its own entry into the Archive through 
scarring, breaking the skin of the Threshold and 
circumventing the process of appraisal.  

HEART 
The Archive of Scarcity has instituted several 
programs of preservation to mitigate deterioration 
o f the Body/Arch ive , inc lud ing ta t toos , 
environmental controls, storage management, 
disaster preparedness, unprotected sexual 
intercourse, and digital reformatting of the Archive.

Facilities 

Much of the discussion of the Archive of Scarcity surrounds 
the physical location of an archive (or a lack thereof) and 
provides an alternative model based on (private) individual 
bodies as opposed to (public) civic bodies. This is the 
primary contradiction preconceived within the Archive of 
Scarcity, and subverts the assumptions of an archive existing 
past any individual lifetime. The Archive of Scarcity, through 
its self-effacing and self-erasing actions, casts doubts on the 
ability of memory to live past any one person, despite their 
access to resources. The Archive of Scarcity protects itself 
with portability. The Archive of Scarcity will still exist if it is 
evicted. 

The Body 
Bureaucratic 



Programs of Preservation Tattoos 

The Archive of Scarcity maintains its institutional center incorporated 
within the Body in the form of tattoos. The Archive of Scarcity 
remains somewhat public but mostly private (in the sense that its 
institution is contained on the surface of the body— the skin, that 
permeable intermediary between interior and exterior), portable, and 
impermanent. 

Concentrates 

A substance exhibiting a simultaneous decrease of material and 
retention of significance is a concentrate. A thoughtful reduction of 
materiality brings what remains closer to the body. It is easier to 
carry a concentrate and keep a concentrate and reconstitute a 
concentrate when space and resources are more readily available.   

Mission 

The Archive of Scarcity is institutionalized within the body and thus 
places primary importance on the survival of the body. Each 
component of the Archive is mimetic of the constraints of scarcity 
on the physical body through its incorporation, reduction, or 
combination. Appraisals of entries into the Archive are based on 
increasing closeness to the body and subsequent increased 
permanence within the lifetime of the body. The tattooed entries 
represent the furthest incorporation of the entry into the Body/
Archive, while concentrates and a portmanteau act as an archii 
limes, or archival threshold, which exists outside (but close to) the 
body. The inherent mortality of the Archive of Scarcity subverts 
many basic premises of archival theory and asks, simply, how do I 
remember a lacking of?

Environmental Controls 

The physical integrity of the Archive’s holdings are constantly at 
risk from environmental influences, both external (outside the 
Body) and internal (within the Body). Through environmental 
controls, these threats are identified and mitigated. The primary 
threats to the Archive have been identified as starvation and 
disposal due to instability (physical and emotional). Additional 
threats include moisture, lice, fire, wild animals, theft, random 
violence, bacteria, old age, overdose, natural decay, hurricanes, 
infection, trichotillomania, periodontal disease, predatory financial 
institutions, sun damage, flood, rats and mice, instability of 
substrate, weevils, unemployment and black mold. 

Disaster Preparedness 

The Archive of Scarcity is not buffered in its experience of 
disaster, therefore disaster preparedness is crucial to 
preservation of holdings. In the event of a disaster (natural or 
otherwise) it is the policy of the Archive to protect its institutional 
center (the Body) at all costs. In the event of a disaster, the 
Archive’s external holdings may be disposed of unceremoniously. 
Therefore, the primary goal of the Archive’s disaster 
preparedness program is the conversion of entries of first degree 
importance to tattoo form. Subsequent goals and programs 
function to bring the Archive closer to the Body. 

Unprotected Sexual Intercourse 

The Archive of Scarcity instituted its first program of unprotected 
sex in October of 2010. While the program is yet to demonstrate 
effectiveness, it relies on biological urgency to create a replication 
of the Body/Archive through sexual reproduction. The Program 
of Unprotected Sexual Intercourse is an unintentional and 
experimental preservation program and has been suspended 
several times by the Trojan Initiative, the Plan B Intervention, and 
prescription Lessina birth control. This is a program of last resort 
as it puts the Body/Archive at risk.


